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Hundreds of older Minnesotans are beaten, sexually assaulted or robbed every year 


while living in senior care homes. Few of the incidents are ever investigated. Perpetrators 


and facilities are rarely held accountable. And families are often left in the dark. 


Beginning today in a six-page special section. SA1 


Sex claims 
at Capitol 
forcinga 
reckoning 


By J. PATRICK COOLICAN and 
MAYA RAO ° Star Tribune staff 


Just after taking office as a 
25-year-old state representa- 
tive in 2011, Carly Melin recalls 
running into a married state 
senator in the lobby of a St. 
Paul apartment building. He 
looked her up and down with 
“elevator eyes,” Melin said, 
and made a sexually sugges- 
tive comment in the presence 
of another male lawmaker. 

Months later, Melin said, 
she ran into the now-retired 
senator again as she was mov- 
ing out. He winked and said 
there was room for her to stay 
in his apartment. 

“I just declined again and 
avoided him like the plague,” 
said Melin, who never reported 
the incidents. “I was anew leg- 
islator — nobody knew me,” 
she said, adding that “I didn’t 
want the first time my name 
was in the paper to be the sub- 
ject of sexual harassment.” 

In St. Paul, new allegations 
in recent days against two sit- 
ting lawmakers are unmask- 
ing what many women with 
experience in state politics say 
is a long-standing problem of 
mistreatment by some men in 

See ALLEGATIONS on All > 


Trump buys 
Putin denial 
of meddling 


By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
New York Times 


DANANG, VIETNAM - Presi- 
dent Donald Trump said Satur- 
day that he believes President 
Vladimir Putin was sincere in 
his denials of interference in 
the 2016 presidential election, 
calling questions about Mos- 
cow’s meddling a politically 
motivated “hit job” that’s hin- 
dering cooperation with Rus- 
sia on life-or-death issues. 

Speaking after meeting pri- 
vately with Putin on the side- 
line of the Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation summit 
in Danang, Trump said that he 
had again asked whether Rus- 
sia had meddled in the contest 
but that the continued focus on 
the issue was insulting to Putin. 

Trump said it was time to 
move past the issue so that the 

See TRUMP on A4> 
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it still had holes in the roof and “pigeon crap 

everywhere” and thought it the perfect place to 
host some of his pre-eminent, high-dollar Super Bowl 
parties. He drove a half-hour out of Minneapolis to 
Mystic Lake Casino Hotel, looked at a parking lot and 
decided it would make a great location for more “white- 
glove” VIP events around the big game. 

Jack Murphy followed similar audacious hunches to 
reshape the party scene around recent Super Bowls in 
Houston and San Francisco, where he brought big-name 
performers Taylor Swift, Bruno Mars and the Dave Mat- 
thews Band to “pop-up venues” with partners such as 
DirecTV and Pepsi. 

He has even more ambitious plans for shindigs in 
the Twin Cities that could have a lasting impact on the 
nightlife scene, See SUPER BOWL on A12 > 


H e walked into the old Minneapolis Armory when 


Nomadic Entertainment Group 
A rendering of the Minneapolis Armory as a concert venue. 


Tax plan would squeeze 
Minnesota cabin country 


By JIM BUCHTA 
jim.buchta@startribune.com 


The Land of 100,000 Cabins 
could be tested by tax reform. 

The portion of the House 
Republican tax proposal that 
curtails homebuying incen- 
tives appears likely to hit Min- 
nesota harder than most states. 

That’s because the vast 
majority of cabins in central 
and northern Minnesota are 
second homes, which would 
no longer be eligible for a 
deduction on mortgage inter- 
est under the House GOP tax 


plan that was unveiled Nov. 2. 
Senate Republicans last 
week announced a different 
tax reform plan that makes no 
change to mortgage interest 
deductions. But the markup and 
voting on tax legislation always 
starts in the House, creating 
more debate around the tax 
ideas on that side of Congress. 
“This could impact Min- 
nesota more than anywhere 
else in the country,” said Jeff 
Forester, executive director 
of Minnesota Lakes and Riv- 
ers Advocates. “It would have 
See CABINS on All> 
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